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beginning of the first world war England was not in a position
to produce food for her population for more than 155 days
in. the year. This naturally resulted in the lack of fresh food;
a very substantial proportion of food served on English tables
consisted of preserved and tinned foods.
This economy of concentration was essentially an economy
of expansion, exploitation and exhaustion; the mining regions,
especially the coal and iron mines, were getting exhausted in
the manufacturing country and soil fertility, forest and animal
resources were getting exhausted in raw material producing
countries. There was a race for grabbing and virtually loot-
ing the natural resources of new countries. Pioneers literally
looted the contents of gold or silver mines in America, Africa
and Australia, gathered rich harvests by extensive cultivation
of rich virgin soil and moved onwards as the resources began
to show signs of exhaustion. Even old countries like India did
not remain unaffected; the soil fertility was exported abroad
in the form of jute, cotton, food grains, etc. without being
adequately replaced. In America they have realized the mis-
take and are trying to retrace their steps by adopting the
economy of conservation.
Near about the middle of the nineteenth century the
earlier idea of the world division of labour was adopted in
different countries in a miniature form; in place of the whole
world being divided into industrial and non-industrial regions
individual countries were divided into such regions. The indus-
trial regions were further -sub-divided into highly specialized
iron and steel, textile and engineering regions; these sub-
regions, in their turn, centred round highly specialized mass-
cities or conurbations; steel towns like Birmingham and Pitts-
burg, cotton towns like Manchester and jute towns like Dun-
dee came into existence. As discussed earlier India developed
northern and south-western industrial regions, while the cen-
tral area remained, more or less, backward; inside the broad
industrial regions, specialized sub-regions like the iron and
steel and engineering region of Bihar and Bengal, the sugar
region of the U. P. and north Bihar, and the cotton region of
Bombay came into existence. Central industrial towns also
sprang up; cotton towns like Bombay and Ahmedabad, jute
towns like Calcutta and steel towns like Jamshedpur grew up